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The fruits of a combined master planning and zon-
ing program for New Orleans, Lousiana, are start-
ing to appear. Working on an extremely fast track, 
the City of New Orleans has tasked Camiros to pre-
pare a new zoning ordinance. Broad concepts for 
the structure and approaches to be utilized have 
recently been presented and incorporate a range of 
form-based, performance and Euclidian approach-
es to assure that continuing rebuilding efforts com-
plement the historic structure of the City, yet ac-
commodate contemporary needs. The ordinance is 
being designed to directly implement the emerging 
master plan which, following a recent City Charter 
amendment, will have “the force of law.”

The Village of Palatine, Illinois, has recently se-
lected Camiros to prepare a new comprehensive 
plan for this major northwest Chicago area suburb. 
Key aspects of the plan include addressing a num-
ber of very complex land use and urban design is-
sues in the Village’s commercial and mixed use cor-
ridors, and to formulate an approach to integrate a 
large number of PUDs with various lot sizes, street 
widths and deed restrictions with the larger pattern 
of development in the community. 

Camiros recently completed open space and plaza 
plans for the Deerfield, Illinois, Village Center that 
emphasizes the community’s commitment to sus-
tainability, and serves as an entrance to the civic 
center of downtown. This design emphasizes the 
use of sustainable techniques including sculptural 
wind turbines, porous surfaces, permeable pavers, 
rain gardens, bioretention, rain water harvesting 
and native landscaping. Construction is slated for 
the Fall of 2009.

The City of Baltimore, Maryland, has retained a 
team lead by Camiros to prepare a new zoning or-
dinance to implement the direction of its recently 
adopted Smart Growth Strategic Plan. This update 
of the City’s 38 year-old ordinance will modernize 
the structure of the code, establish new districts to 
address waterfront protection, neighborhood com-
mercial design, integrated TOD plans, and biosci-
ence activities while maintaining the City’s historic 
character. The code will utilize a variety of zoning 
techniques including form-based, use-based and 
performance-based elements.
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